
 CTiC Annual General Meeting  

Monday 8th May 2017, 7.45 for 8.00 

 St Paul’s Church, Rectory Grove , SW4 

Minutes 

1.      Opening Prayers were led by Revd Deborah Matthews 

2.      Welcome from the chair, Clare Chalmers. 

3.      Apologies were received from: Revd Father Alexander, Revd Alison 

Trethewy, James McIntyre, Esther Lindop, Sarah Miles. 

4.      Minutes of 2016 AGM, held at Clapham Baptist Church, Clapham, 10th 

May 2016 were  

approved with the comment from Alan Mundy that Churches were free to 

appoint as many representatives to CTiC but that only three may vote. 

5.      Reports: 

a) Chair’s report from Clare Chalmers. Clare welcomed Zac Guy from the 

Everyday Church, which is now established at Lambeth Academy, and is invited 

to join the CTiC fellowship. Clare thanked all who had contributed to the work 

of CTiC in the last year, including Mark Potter the Secretary and Anna Long the 

treasurer, as well as the wise counsel of the other members of the standing 

committee - Rosy Skinner, Kit Gunasekera, Alan Mundy, Deborah Matthews 

and Chris Watson. It has been a full year of inspiring services and events shared 

between us including Racial Justice Sunday, Advent Sunday, Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity when Father Nadim spoke so movingly about the plight of 

Christians in war torn Syria, Womens’ World Day of Prayer, a Bereavement 

Course and an inspirational Lent Course orgainsed by Helen Harknett and 

Penny Rose Casemore around the film “Casablanca”. The ongoing CTiC projects 

were touched on: Robes, The Hub, The Ace of Clubs, and Lifeline. Kit was 

thanked again for his great work in managing the website and all churches 

were encouraged to supply it with their news and use it to communicate with 

each other. Clare reminded us that each of 11 churches can have x 3 

representatives one of which should ideally be under 25.  All churches were 



encouraged to nominate their full number of representatives. There is a great 

opportunity for CTiC to promote the work of each other’s churches. Both 

London and Clapham are vibrant and active and Clare exhorted us to see the 

vulnerable and unseen communities within our community and the needs our 

projects seek to serve. We are joined by so much more than divides us and so 

let us please celebrate our Christian values and play a full part in all of our 

shared church lives. Clare announced that she was handing over the Chair’s 

role to Mark Potter and that she would take up the role of secretary until a 

new secretary is appointed. 

 

b) Treasurer’s Report from Anna Long. Anna Long reported that all 11 

subscriptions had been paid at £60 per church.  A donation has been made this 

past year to work of Father Nadim. Bank balances are currently £890 in the 

general fund, and £1,136 in a restricted fund for the Robes project and costs 

arising from Robes were nearly finalised so that all but £66 of this fund will be 

spent.  A set of accounts was circulated. Anna is asking to stand down as 

treasurer and welcome’s proposals for a successor – there is a light workload 

with about 6 payments and 11 receipts per year involving an hour or so per 

month. 

c) Robes Report from Anna Long. Two parallel venues were open this year so 

that the number of guests has doubled since the last AGM. St Paul’s and The 

Ace of Clubs provided space before Christmas with Holy Spirit adding a venue 

in the new year. There was a large and capable group of volunteers providing 

cooking, clearing up and advice. Robes continues to need volunteer churches 

as venues and all CTiC member churches are asked to say what they can offer 

at the next CTiC Forum on the 3rd of July – this will be posted on the website. 

There will be a barbeque at St Peter’s Walworth on the 2th of May 2017 for all 

Robes volunteers. Lee Thompson will sponsor Robes this year but all are 

commended to take part in or sponsor the Robes Sleep Out in November 

which is the project’s main fundraising event. 

d) Ace of Clubs Report – Sarah Miles has send a report which was read out. 

There is a new director who will come to the next CTiC Forum. There is now a 



mobile dental care clinic from Kings Hospital. Sarah commends the meal ticket 

system where you can buy meal tickets and give them to people who are 

begging on the streets. There is a new Ace of Clubs shop opening in Balham. 

Sarah is happy to visit any of the CTiC churches to talk about the project. 

 

e) Hub Report from Dorothy Blincoe. The Hub is still a successful project 

looking after revellers at the Clapham Methodist Church every Friday and 

Saturday night. It saves the NHS a considerable amount of time and money by 

tending to those in need. It helps a lot of young people to get home. It is 

always looking for volunteers. Shortly it will be seeking new funds to support 

the salary of Diane Grano who carries out its work. 

 

f)  Lifeline from Sylvia Phillips. The 2016 Christmas party for older people at St 

Peters was a great success with about 80 guests. The 2017 Christmas party is 

likely to be at Trinity House. There are also plans for a summer tea party at one 

of our churches. All are encouraged to look at the “Opportunities to meet” 

brochure produced by St James’s for older people – this is available on the CTiC 

website. 

 

g) Christian Aid Week 14th-20st May 2017 – volunteers please contact 

Charlotte Joll (charlottejoll@googlemail.com). Charlotte has asked for 

volunteers to collect at Clapham Common station during the week. 

 

h) Review of Lent Services from Clare Chalmers. The Lent Sunday evening 

services were a great success and brought our membership together every 

week to celebrate and reflect on the Lent Course. The Lent groups met every 

weekday and discussed the film Casabalanca and the messages it contained 

about our current global crisis of the refugees and their suffering. 

 

6.      Election of Officers 

For the position of chair Mark Potter (Holy Trinity) was nominated by 

Rosemary Skinner and seconded by Father Richard Reid. Clare Chalmers (Holy 

Trinity) was elected secretary, proposed by Revd Ruth Burge-Thomas and 

seconded by Anna Long.  Anna Long (Holy Spirit) was re-elected treasurer, 

proposed by Sylvia Phillips and seconded by Alan Mundy. 

mailto:charlottejoll@googlemail.com


 

7.    Website and Communications report from Kit Gunasekera. Kit has 

continues to maintain the website and asks that all present visit it in order to 

increase its web presence. Churches are encouraged to send their events and 

“Good News” stories through to Kit for uploading. Minutes and records of CTiC 

appear on the website. Links: http://www.cticlapham.org/ 

Kit Gunasekera (kit.gunasekera2014@gmail.com) 

Revd Helen Harknett will be setting up a CTiC facebook page shortly. 

 

8.      Dates for future Forum Meetings 

July 3rd 2017 at St Mary’s (7.45 for 8pm) 

October 17th 2017 at Trinity House Bromells Road SW4 (7.45 for 8pm) 

 

9.      Guest Speaker:  Sue Peake from the Springfield Community Flat. Sue gave 

us a fascinating insight into the history and current work of this important local 

community centre for refugees in our society. An enormous amount of good 

work is done to support this vulnerable group of people. The services it 

provides include Advice for Children and Young People, Education for Adults 

and Children, Employment Training and Volunteering, Health Services and 

Mental Health, Housing, Legal and Advocacy Work, Women. 

If you would like more information or to help the contact details are: 

Tel: 020 7720 2699 

Email: admin@springfieldcommunityflat.com 

 

 

10.      AOB 

a)  Clare Chalmers made a small presentation to Revd Deborah Matthews and 

thanked her for hosting the AGM and for all of her work for the organisation. 

We all wish her well in her new parish in Dorset. 

b) Dorothy Blincoe was congratulated by all for being about to receive an MBE 

on Friday. 
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c) All member churches are invited to “The Great Get Together” on Clapham 

Common around Holy Trinity on Sunday 18th June from 12.30 pm to join in a 

picnic to commemorate the anniversary of the tragic death of the MP Jo Cox. 

d) CTiC will have a presence at the Clapham Village Fete on the 2nd of 

September since both Holy Trinity and the Ace of Clubs have stalls at the event. 

 

11.   Closing Prayers were led by Father Richard Reid before refreshments were 

served – thank you to St Paul’s Church for hosting the evening. 


