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THURSDAY 29th JUNE, 6.30pm  
with DIRECTOR'S Q&A  

with Isabel Sanchez (MENCAP) 
 

French language with English subtitles 
Audio described / access version available 

 
TO BOOK TICKETS: 

 
https://www.picturehouses.com/cinema/Clapham_Picturehouse/film/summer-in-the-forest-plus-director-qanda 

 
Facebook: @SummerInTheForestFilm     Twitter: @SummerIntForest    hashtag #summerintheforest 

 
FURTHER INFO: 
 
http://www.summerintheforest.com 
 
Clapham Picturehouse details: 
76 Venn Street 
London 
SW4 0AT 
Box Office Number: 0871 902 5727 (calls cost 13p per minute plus your telephone company's access charge) 
Email: clapham@picturehouses.co.uk 
 
...Also showing at other Picturehouse cinemas in London and the UK.  Please tell your friends, family and other 
parishioners! 
 
Summer in The Forest trailer: 
 
https://youtu.be/wLf1rx2RPrE  

  
 

Introduction 
 
An extraordinary new documentary film, Summer in the Forest, is arriving in UK cinemas on 23rd June. It is a story 
about our search for love and true friendship. It is a moving portrait of life at a community where God's love for 
the vulnerable is lived out. And in a remarkable reversal of conventional wisdom it shows that the answers we 
crave can be found among some of our most marginalised people.  
 
The film is original, creative and fresh, and it touches all our lives. Director Randall Wright’s follow-up to his 
critically acclaimed and award winning film Hockney showcases compelling story-telling at its best. The film 
spurns more orthodox documentary making methods and under Randall's deft and generous touch human self-
importance crumbles to reveal our better instincts. Assumptions are shattered as we are welcomed to places 
where the usual rules don’t apply.   
 
Trailer: https://youtu.be/wLf1rx2RPrE  
Poster: accessible here 
Web banners: accessible here 
Images from the film: accessible here 
Screening dates can be found at http://www.summerintheforest.com (under the heading “Screenings”) 
 
Recommended tweets/Facebook posts: 

 

https://www.picturehouses.com/cinema/Clapham_Picturehouse/film/summer-in-the-forest-plus-director-qanda
http://www.summerintheforest.com/
tel:0871%20902%205727
mailto:clapham@picturehouses.co.uk
https://youtu.be/wLf1rx2RPrE
https://youtu.be/wLf1rx2RPrE
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/q161n8sqpuph3lv/AACLKFHaa7jya4ePcwnbnpSma?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/lyq3f15oo8opq3h/AAAIiQN5oGcfm8abSFw0vwi3a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/djv1f7msi18flii/AAD0EWp1f6c5DZ4AMLjdcxK7a?dl=0
http://www.summerintheforest.com/


You’re invited to spend #SummerintheForest! See this joyful new film about friendship & finding your 
heart. http://www.summerintheforest.com  
 
What if the secret of happiness is hidden where we least expect? New film #SummerintheForest (June 23) 
turns the world's wisdom upside down. <attach poster image> 
 
The world called them ‘idiots’. But they've built something beautiful. See #Summerintheforest (June 23) 
and change your life. <attach poster image> 

 
For further information please contact steve@damaris.org  
 

 

Synopsis 
 
Like countless others Philippe, Michel, Andre and Patrick were labeled 'idiots', locked away and forgotten in 
violent asylums, until the 1960s, when the young philosopher Jean Vanier took a stand and secured their release - 
the first time in history that anyone had beaten the system. Together they created L'Arche, a commune at the 
edge of a beautiful forest near Paris and a quiet revolution was born. 
 
Now in his 80s, still at L'Arche and revered by some as a living saint, Jean has discovered something that most of 
us have forgotten - what it is to be human, to be foolish, and to be happy. 
 
Summer in the Forest invites us to abandon the rat race and forge new friendships. Amid the ancient trees, 
Philippe, Patrick, Jean and the others welcome us into their lives. If there are rules to break, they will be broken 
and if there is a truth to be told, they will tell it. Michel wants to share with us his war torn past, Andre is 
desperate for a date, and young David will prove himself a hero in the fight against the forces of evil. 

 

 
Comments from preview screenings 
 
“It was a marvelous film. Jean Vanier’s presence and words were very precious. What I appreciated so much was 
the way the music, the woods, the animals so blended together and, of course, the characters themselves were 
most appealing. I think the film will touch many people and remind them of our own vulnerability and how we 
must accept everyone, whatever the condition, as brothers and sisters.” Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor 
 
“I am delighted to see the story of Jean Vanier's inspired work being shared in film.  The work of Jean Vanier has 
reshaped attitudes to those with learning difficulties, and that reshaping has overflowed into a deeper 
appreciation of what we share in being human, and how those who imagine themselves to be strong are taught by 
those whom many consider to be weak.” - Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury 
 
“Asks us simply and frankly – and occasionally very tenderly – to accept those less abled than us as fellow human 
beings. I have never seen a film of this calibre do something like that before. It is extremely important.” - Rachel 
Campbell-Johnston, The Times 
 
“This is a film full of laughter and joy. It will also make you cry. It will make you see strength in weakness and 
question everything you know about power. It’s extremely rare for a film to have the power to change lives. This 
one really might.” - Christina Patterson, The Guardian 
 
“Reaches out to one’s sense of what it is to be human and what it is to lead a worthwhile life. It talked to me of 
how it feels to connect with each other, make peace – and what life is all about.”  
Katie Hollier, Trustee, Mencap  
 
“A beautiful poetic appreciation of humanity.” Donia Fahim, Executive Director, Autism Friendly Spaces 
 

mailto:steve@damaris.org

